atural paradise: This fs the
osta Rica, which will include
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future site of a multi-hotel resort and residential community called Cacique,
the first Miraval spa resort outside the USA. The first phase is due in 2010,

Peitlnsiila Papa gy

FuurSensuns:

house after playing
18 hoales — 14 with
views of the Pacific,

Can unspoiled beauty
coexist with an influx
of luxury resorts?

By, i\my El?-ln Yancey
USATO

PENINSULA PAPAGAY?), Costa Rica — A herd of fan
cattle ambling down a sparsr-ty traveled, nm:[ir\ p:ﬂ.eﬂ
road creates what locals call a “Costa Rican traffic E

Howler monkeys toar in rosewood trees oitside
52{]00 -a-Night suites with' plunge pools at the Four
Seasans Resort Costa Rica'at Peninsula Papagayo
servers shuttle drinks: to. Rolex-wearing loungers
beaches that a decade ago were cooling-off spots main-
Iy for locals or occasional backpackers.

Guanacaste Provinge, a remole and Cﬂver
gnue-lﬁmpu\rl.nsliﬂi Tegion in ngn}g!wESL

asta Rica near the Nicaraguan border, is
bidding to be the next !u;u?a hotspot Sﬂy
lgmiting a hotel building boom; thou-
sands of acres ofundeveloped Pacific beachiront prop-
erty, Costa Rica's Tepuation as a feace[ul eco-destina-
tion and a thriving international alrport outside’the
province's capital city of Liberia with three dozen non-
stop flights from the USA a week in high season, Sat-
urday, Delta launches one from Neéw Yorlcs JF .!Irpml
Hotel chains are eager to emulate the s 5 of the
4-year-old Four Seasons, which is filled almost to ca-
Factty during the winter and spring hi[,h season, The
east expensive room can cost $1,000 a day,

Among more than a dozen resorts being built or on
the drawing board, most are within an hour from the
Liberia {(“*LEE-bare- 1.1“1au port:

Please see COVER STORY next page »
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Upscale tourists hunger for ‘eco-luxurious’ experiences

Continued from 1D

»The JW Marriott Guanacaste
Resort & Spa is due this year.

» Construction is about to start
on G50-acre Cacique, Costa Rica,
gnearheaded by former America

niine chairman Steve Case. It will
Include the first Miraval spa resart
outside the USA and a One & Cnly

hotel from Atlantls magnate Sol
Kerzner. |erei]ill th
an Andre Agassi[Stef-
CM fi Graf tennis center
stor!! and a discovery cen-
ter headlined by Phi-
l1p£?ngiuusleau a
grandson of the h aquatic ex-
plorer. Phase 15 due in 2010,

» At least two more hotels —- B :

brands yet to be announced — are
expected (o join 'the Four Seasons
on the 2,300-acre Peninsula Papa-
Arhznﬂlu says pemnsula devel-
et ey
rnnﬂna or yachis, with con-
dos, shops and restaurants, which is
under construction,
* The Mandarin Orlental, Costa
Rica is expected in 2000.

» Rosewood Hotels & Resorts:

o open the 80-sulte Rose-
plam Uﬁget‘ml by the end of
2010 s.‘-x{3 s CEQ Bob Boulogne,

New lodgings include a multi-
villa hideaway called Recreo, which
even lets guests detox o volunteer
;Nan-i Ils and got rnas;ages after-

ton just opened an u
dl-inchusive ijsm'rpﬂmm' 1:haﬂ‘|-'..r,mallIE
50 are expected to put down roots
in this rural region of dry tropical
forests, volcanoes, sugar cane fields,
national parks and cattle ranclies,

A lot of people with a lot of
money are trying to put money
here,” says mur ﬁlde José Agliero
Gonzdlez, who, lke many Costa Ri-
cans here, moved from elsewhers
because of the tourism boom.

Aglero, a smili|},g and stocky 32-
year-old, works for Swiss Travel
Service, a premier Costa Rica tour
operator. Like many Costa Ricans
Who deal with tourists, he speaks

Taking the wheel of a
shiny fourswheel-drive Mitsubishi,
41e 15 eager to explain the Guana-

Pcu mund hore, thi
make allnr gf H'HJTIE}!.W:IJ(‘ wrf
hz&py 'm happy. | wake i
with a kiss, [ &Ve a nice hnr;wakl'ast.
M‘i)fbe a c‘rveese sandwich, Nice,

SLI'_IPE&L'[
t phi nscphy is reflected in
the Costa Rican catchphrase pum
vida (pure life) that serves as a
g&eﬂm farewell or expression of
good wishes.

With usthnm'stngmnvislmr:.
taste of Guanacaste — challengin
because of spread-out towns a.nﬁ

dnnt

Water, water everywhere: Some S?Sﬂ»a—mght Jundor suites at the just-opened Hilton Pay
private plunge pools, The Hilton, formerdy the Premier Fiesta, is an

attractions, two-lane roads or un-
g.wed fracks — Agilero points the
UV towartl Palo W.n!e Natmnal
Park. There, sunning crocodiles,
stunning herons and' chatter

monkeys populate the banks an

Costa Rica's green image and the
eco-tenor of the times are “pushing
us toward a construction p
that’.é gaui:; from scratch," Rose-
wood's Boulogne says.

Some guestion whether devel-

mangrove tangles of the Templsque  opers walk their talk,
River. Costa Rica has about 5% of the  August tests of water flowing into
world's. plant and ani- the sed in Tamarindo —
mial Bs, says Agile- A Guanacaste surfing
rn who has a bachelor's and fishing town that's
El.nem -tourism. now a symbal of over-
fotel developers also ent — turned
wax poetic about their u;) Jevels of bagte-
respect for nature, ¥ ecember tests
Travelers are interest- were improved, but
ed in an “eco-hoairjous” some samples had big-
va}mrienre says. Mira- teria, area_newspaper
CEO John' Vander- The Bedch Times report-
slice. His project boasts ByBany bieckman g, Deveiupment 1]
sultes that open onto Agliero: Costa “unfettered ... the
“living walls" of trees Ricans like "nice, government can't keep
and plants. *You'll feel simple things." up. Seme people are de-
like you're living in an w:!npmg without
indlgenous eco-system,” he says, for regulations,” says Beach Times
The spa likely will offer adventures  editor/publisher Ralph Njcholson.

on the nation’s famed ziplines that
zoom tourists from platform to
platform at treetop level,

What is selling Guanacaste as a
destination is "nature and authen-
ticty" says Cacique exec Philippe
Bourguignon, the former head of
Club Med and Euro Disney who
now is CEO of Case's Revolution
Places Development.

Farther north, health officials or-
dered the Allegro Papagayo resort
to close last week ;ir;ﬂ 1;1 reén]ved
improper sewage disposal, Guests
are bal:resg put in ather lodgings, an
it is expected to reopen in a fow
weeks, a resort spokeswiman s 5.

Across a bay from the Allegro, t
gated Peninsula Papagayo dwe]up
ment — which includes the Four

-inclusive resort in the

rogram  authorities are m:km%(ﬁ;own

Mtliten Fapagayo iesart C.ruu Miea

o Resort boast
of Papagayo.

Seasons — has its own sew
treatment plants. “'m ha the
?'s peninsula developer . "As
a Costa Rican, | am against (contam-
ifating nature) 0 the health
department shurs (a resurt) down,
people will learn,"

Unlike: developers who act as if
down air-conditioned ho-
wote] rooms amid pristine for-

esu ls a plus for the environment,
Kelso takes a realistic paint of view,
We're r:reaﬂng more jobs, but |
can't say we're making the environ-
ment better. We try to do as much
EY we cantobea re.sﬁunsmlg devel-
oper' — 70% of the peninsula’s
2,300 acres is to stay open space —
“but ook, we're not Greenpeace,”
Cnpe-laid-back Tamarindo now
is stuffed with condo developments
for Americans and Canadians, real-
estate nmces and fast-food joints,
What's happening Is “develop-
ment before infrastructure,” says
Tish Tomlinson, an  éx- Californian
whose Dﬁgunﬂy Bar & Grill, a ro-
mantic tentlike eatery, wins good
reviews, As sushl chefs assemble

d  shrimp rolls to the strains of Norah

ones on the sound system, Tom-
inson, a blonde in a minidress, flits
about her casual chic eatery.
Though Tamarindo causes some
sophisticates to shudder, it also has

Sauiee: B

E“III% ETE: Airlines that {ly
nun-srup 1 thie LISA to Guanacaste

Province's Liberia airport include
American, Continenital, Dclia.Nurlh-
west, United and LS

Where mﬂﬂﬂ'm::ns

Resort Costa Rlca
Papagayo {800-519-5053; [our
seasons,com) is e raridest getaway,
withi 153 rooms and suites, golf, a
farge spa, multiple beaches and
restaurants. Rooms start at 445 in
the fall fowe season; $835in the cur-
Tent winter high seazon, Beach lovers
seeking casual elegance &ﬁnm $1340in
fill, including Breakfast; 5175 and up
in wm!ur]ugl for the Hotel Capitdn
Sulzo{011-306-653-0075;
otelcapitansuizo.com) on a quiet
stretch of touristy Tamarindo Beach.
At the romantic four-room, one-suite

Ifyougo...

Dy Adrbenne Lewls, LEA TEDAY

Los Attos de Eros H?ESvEﬁE-?ﬂ]EI'
Insaltosdeers com) outside Tama-
rind, rtes start at $395, double, year
round, including breakizst and lungh,
wine and beer and some dimners.
new upsra]e aJF mduslve. I|]E Hilton

faw ESE?:hJ'Ilun.mm}has
|n|mducru&u rates from $493 daily for
Twn, includking mmeals and alcohal,

Where to eat: timarindo ofers
awitle range of restaurants. Foodies
enjoy the Asin-infused fare at The
Dragonily Bar & Grill (entrees §9-
§16)and the creative Meditermanean/
Aslan dishes (entrees §12-315) by
Cordon Bleu-trained |srael chaf
Shlomy Korer at casual Pachanga.

Information: ses-267-8274;
visiteostarica.com

tranquil lodgings such as the beach-
fmn? Hotel Capitan Suizo, whose
bungalows with four-paster beds

e decorated with local art and his-
toric photos. You can share walk-
ways at night with raccoomlike co-
atimundis or z:udrlle an arphaned
maonkey named Alice,

A 20-minyte drive from town,
the hilltop, adults-only Los Altos de
Eras (“the hE[ghts of love") just was
named the world's top luxury Iudﬁ
ing and best [or senmz in Tripa
viso's "Travelers' Chojce” awards,
The red tile-roofed villa started out
as a retirement oasis for an Ameri-
can former dot-com exec and his
British wife, They've made it an inn
and spa. Twenty-eight staffers care
for a maximum 10 guests.

“We couldn't put together such a
gnod {stal alwwherc else — we
couldn't afford it" says co-owner
Calvin Haskell. “Costa Ricans are
beautiful” inside and out, hesnys

Hotel developers say thny e not
warried about oversaturation, With
the influx of luxe, "the destination

will be {better) known, and that's a
good thing," says Four Seasons gen-
eral rnanager Luis Argote. Competi-
tion “keeps us on our toes,”
Rosewnod's Boulogne agrees:
Top brands swarming a region
"sepds a message to the world.”
Developers brush aside tourism
drawbacks — beaches tend to be
small and aren’t lapped by Car-
ibbean-blue water; driving is te-
diows (it can take a half-hour to
reach the Four Seasons front door
fram the main road, for instance).
Such concerns fade when Agie-
ro's Sunday tour leads to a seren-
dipitouis stop, Near the tiny town of
Mansion, a Estmsrakmg lace.
Kids play Fooshall on agmg tables
and a eowhoy holding a plastic cup
of beer smiles at an outsider as he
makes his horse gr.mre in time to
merengue music blaring from loud-
eakers, It's a travel moment that
oesn't take a MasterCard or 300-
thread-count hotel sheet o savor,

E-mall kyancey@usatoday.com
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